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Pavazha Vizha of Thiruppugazh Guruji
Shri A.S. Raghavan
have great pleasure in inviting you
to the celebration
spread over the whole day

on Monday, the 15th September, 2003,
at Sringeri Pravachana Mandapam,
Raja Annamalaipuram,
Chennai - 600 028.

The Celebration Committee
shall be very happy indeed
if you could kindly make it convenient
to participate in the felicitation function
as well as other programmes
scheduled for the entire day.

We look forward to your

auspicious presence.




Monday, 15" September 2003
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6.00 a.m to 8.30 a.m. SRI MAHAGANAPATHI HOMAM
Aayush Homam
Mrithyunjaya Homam

Navagraha Homam

9.00 a.m to 12.00 noon  Obeisance and Felicitations

by disciples of Guruji

at Chennai and other regions
& Well-wishers

4.00 p.m to 7.00 p.m. Guruvandanam

7.00 p.m. Benediction by Guruji
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Deities decorated on the dais
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Prasadam from Jagadguru Sri Sankaracharya Mahasamsthanam,
Sri Sharada Peetam, Sringeri
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Conferring of title - ‘THIRUPPUGAZH GANA RATHNAM’
by Kanchi Kamakoti Peetadhipathi
Jagadguru Sri Sankaracharya Swamigal, Kancheepuram

President Sri S.K. Ramanathan’s speech







Presentation of Poem of Tributes by Chennai Disciples
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FOREWORD

The overwhelming enthusiasm and devotion displayed by the
disciples, admirers and public at large in Chennai and elsewhere, by
completing through Isai Vazhipadu, the mass singing of the entire 475
Thiruppugazh songs tuned by Guruji Shri A.S Raghavan, reached its
crescendo on 15-9-2003 the day which was celebrated as Pavazha Vizha
of Guruji. The one-day function arranged by a committee constituted
specially for the purpose was unique. During the entire day for more than
14 to 15 hours from early morning 5.30 A.M to 9.00 P.M in the night Guruiji
was in the midst of his disciples and admirers. His easy and total
accessibility to all the participants during the function - celebrated in three
sessions, as per program attached served to heighten the enthusiasm of
all the participants.

Guruji Shri Raghavan along with Smt. Jankai Raghavan were received
with Poorna Kumbham along with Nadaswaram at the entrance to the
venue of the celebration Viz. Sringeri Pravachana Mandapam at Raja
Annamalaipuram. To the chanting of Veda Gosham, the couple were led
straight to the dais at the east-end of the Mandapam where Panchaloha
idols of Vinayaka, Muruga along with His consorts and a life-size picture of
Chendil Andavan in all their decorated splendor were seated to shower
their divine grace on the distinguished couple and their family. After
obeisance, the first session of the celebration, comprising the religious
function constituting Ganapathy Homam, Aayush Homam, Mritunjaya
Homam and Navagraha Homam in which Guruji and his family
participated was witnessed by numerous disciples and admirers.

The second session of the celebraion started with Guruji along with
his spouse seated in a specially decorated dais located on the southern
side at the middle of the Mantapam giving full view of the deities and
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Guruji to the milling crowd of admirers and disciples. There was an
unending stream of individuals, representatives of mutts, sister institutions
and men from the music field, media and other walks of life, to pay their
tributes on this unique occasion. The celebration committee considered
that a compilation in print, of the verbatim speeches of those who
participated in the function would not only help to keep a record of the
proceedings for posterity but also those who had not personally attended
the function to realize in some measure the magnitude of the achievement
of Guruji in spreading saint Arunagirinathar's Thiruppugazh and other
works to the public, both within the country and outside. It is in this context
that a special mention should be made of the sustained appreciation and
encouragement given to the Thiruppugazh movement launched by Guruii
by the two revered Mutts-Sringeri and Kanchi. Through their
representatives they honoured Guruji on this occasion and the Kanchi
Acharya in particular conferred the title of Thiruppugazh Gana Rathnam
and presented a Swarna Kankanam and Spatika Manimala with Gold
Kavacham.

The third session in the evening witnessed an emotional recital of Isai
Vazhipadu by way of Guru Vandanam conducted by Guruji’s disciples,
hailing from various parts of the country. The overflowing audience in the
Mandapam joined enmass in singing Thiruppugazh songs with total
devotion as per the Paddhathi established by Guruji and made it one of
the most memorable ways of offering obeisance. This atmosphere of
serenity and bliss was well rewarded with more than half an hour Grace by
virtue of Guruji's Anugraha Bhashanam. May Chendil Andavan continue to
shower His blessings on Guruji and his family to sustain the evergrowing
Thiruppugazh Thondu. Vetri Vel Muruganukku. Arohara !

Celebration Committee |
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To His Holiness Sri Jagadguru
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Sri Sharada Peetham
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Sri N. SUBRAMANIAN

S-2, MADHURAMS APARTMENTS
19, BALAKRISHNA ROAD
MYLAPORE, CHENNAI - 600 004
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Sri Chandramouleeswaraya Namaha:
Sri Sankara Bhaghavadpadacharya Paramparagatha Moolamnaya Sarvagnapeeta

His Holiness Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetadhipathi
JAGADGURU SRI SANKARACHARYA SWAMIGAL
Srimatam Samsthanam
No. 1, Salai Street, Kancheepuram - 631 502
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ANANDI NILAKANTAN H/112/4
Software Engineer Fellow 18th Cross Street

Besant Nagar
Chennai - 600 090

Date : 13-8-2003

Respected Elders

Myself and my family are beholden to you and all the members of
THIRUPPUGAZH ANBARGAL, for sending an invitation, to us, humble
devotees to participate in the celebrations, so meticulously planned by
you, to befittingly celebrate the oncoming 76th Birthday of Revered Guruiji
Sri A.S. Raghavan. Except that, Shri Guruji & myself hail from the same
place, | consider myself as a humble devotee of this Revered Exponent of
Thiruppugazh who has spent a lifetime in spreading the Message of the
Darling God & Senthil Andavan, across Bharat and all over the globe. |
suffered from acute exacerbation of Bronchial asthma, type | respiratory
failure in May-June 2002. If | survived, it is due the Benevolence and
grace of God, Acharyas and particularly Guruji Shri A.S. Raghavan. | am
deeply beholden for their grace. My frail health does not permit me to
engage in activities, as | often suffer from bouts of breathlessness,
needing emergent medication. My thoughts are always with you. As a
humble devotee, | pray God to bestow on Shri A.S. Raghavan, his wife &
all the Members of his family long life, supreme happiness, ever
increasing prosperity and a continued stamina to propagate the works of
Saint Arunagirinathar to the population of this strife-torn world. As Goethe
said, the music of Guruji will continue to cheer the world "Forget not
singer, these words of thine which for ages shall resound"

SARVE SANTHU NIRAMAYAH
HUMBLY YOURS / WITH RESPECT.

Yours sincerely
Sd/-




INAUGURAL FELICITATION SPEECH BY

Sri S.K. RAMANATHAN
President, Pavazha Vizha Celebration Committee
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To sum up, the Thiruppugazh Anbargal organisation had its birth
in the political capital of India. But it never dabbled in politics. On the
other hand while the political parties could not agree on women's
representation in Loksabha & elsewhere, the gents in this organisation
have willingly or helplessly allowed women to snaich almost cent percent
representation in all its activities. The growth of the organisation in Delhi
has been contemporaneous with the emergence of Uttaraswamimalai
temple in the heart of the city which has generated a very great
awareness of Kathikeya among North Indians.

In Bombay, business capital of India, the organisation was not
interested in commercial activities. It had no share capital to seek listing
in the share market. Its commodity is propagating material for the spread
of Love & Avirodha through Isai Vazhipadu. The tution was free and the
books & audio tapes were sold at heavily subsidized rates. Here again
the movement's progress was contemporaneous with the growth of
Chembur Murugan Temple which has become a household word
throughout the country thanks to the Thiruppugazh Isai Vazhipadu held
there particularlly through Padi Vizha at Chembur Murugan Temple.

When the movement reached Chennai, the cultural capital of
India, the resurgence of the tamilian psyche for worshipping the Tamil
God, variously described by Arunagirinathar, found its echo by the
massive crowds that have been thronging the Isai Vazhipadu functions. It
has helped to fill a cultural gap. Here again the Bhajans at Mylapore
Kapali Temple on Krithigai Day, at Valleeswaram Temple on Sashti Day,
and Marundeeswarar Temple, Thiruvanmiyur on Visakam day have set
the pattern and moulded many a devotee thronging the temples towards
Thiruppugazh singing.

Ultimately, in keeping with the globalisation trend, the export of
Thiruppugazh Isai Vazhipadu, through free entry as a most favoured
nation treatment without any constraints as from WTO, the propagation
of Love & Avirodha has reached its desired goal at a global level.
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FELICITATION SPEECH BY
Smt. PADMA VENKATARAMAN
on behalf of disciples of Chennai Region

Respectful Pranams to our beloved Guruji and Guruji Mami.
We seek their blessings for the successful conduct of the
Pavazha Vizha celebrations today.

It is indeed a real pleasure to be in the company of all our
special guests and distinguished members present here, to
whom | convey my affectionate greetings.

The Vizha Committee President, Sri.S.K.R. Ji has, just a
while ago, presented a comprehensive felicitation address
focussing on the multi-dimensional personality attributes of our
Guruji and, on how these unusual qualities have mingled
together, in course of time, with other supportive factors at the
right juncture, to create a divinely vibrant and disciplined mass
movement in the spread and propagation of Thiruppugazh. In
fact, as most of you are already aware, ou! Guruji's untiring and
committed service to this noble cause has won the compelling
attention and admiration from all those who have been fortunate
enough to be associated with him either directly or, through the
portals of the organization from which he makes an
unmistakable impact.

The divinely blessed person that he has come to be, each of
us, in turn, feel very fortunate to have been able to offer our
humble services to Guruji's mission, in some way or other,
reflecting his enduring efforts for the eternal shine and glory of
Thiruppugazh as the very "Song of Life”. The numerous
opportunities that he has been offering, during the last 50 years,
for us to learn, sing and understand the tenets of truth contained
in that classic treatise, have certainly improved the quality of our
sense of value in life and, resulted in a harmonious flow of real
service for the spread and propagation of Thiruppugazh and its
Isai Vazhipaadu, both in India and abroad. Slowly but surely, we
have begun to experience an unmixed feeling of peace and
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happiness within us. This is a unique realization, and our minds,
effortlessly begin to share the wonder which Arunagirinathar
expessed so eloquently in the sweet melody:

“yeueunm) mleunt BB GTDS 2jevney
eTeUGUTM) QRHeUITSE @enaalills LigGalo*

Surely, behind all these pleasant evolution within us, there
must be an individual with some, specially endearing traits
worthy of heralding the "arrival" of a GURU who has stood the
test of Time. Some of these, which the disciples identify in Guruji
as winning their appreciation and admiration are, among others:

His uncomprising dedication and devotion in
maintaining the dignity and purity of Thiruppugazh, marked
by his absolute, unconditional surrender at the Lotus Feet
of The Lord is common knowledge to us. As he has, very
often, said unless we learn to focus our minds on this
point, our other endeavours will not be right-result-
oriented.

ii. His utter humility despite the dazzling but pleasing

genius for meticulous chandams soaked in bhakti-bhava
music which complements Thiruppugazh most effectively,
by making us understand the text. The rewards of this
divine grace are showered on all of us at various levels or
stages of our association with him, as he continues to
teach and help in  strengthening our bonds with the
organization with purpose and meaning.

His easy accessibility to one and all, inspite of the hectic
schedule behind his immense contributions/achievements/
recognition, laurels etc.

His totally unselfish nature. The kindness and
confidence with which he encourages his well-trained
disciples to become teachers themselves and carry
forward the mission of Thiruppugazh sincerely, is indeed a
bountiful blessing as seen by the large number of
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dedicated teachers working tirelessly for the continued
growth in Thiruppugazh propagation.

v. His ready willingess to teach, guide and correct, without
ever diluting the divinity of the subject is always based on
goodwill and love. We carry this lesson always in our
minds and we actually begin to improve.

vi. His constant exhortation to the disciples to maintain
absolute discipline and peace during Thiruppugazh
related events especially Isai Vazhipaadu programs. This,
certainly enhances the depth of our union with the Divine
and we have a better chance to enjoy the bliss of pure
joy. The value of this advice is well matched by the truth
of our experience indeed.

When disciples are exposed to the wholesomeness of such
emulative qualities in the person of "Guruji", they are, invariably
rightly resolved to listen, receive, learn, absorb and retain the
fine points of Thiruppugazh, isai and the text as well. Small
wonder that learning to sing even difficult lines with tricky,
chandams becomes incredibly easier. We just love it. Even
before one can realize, there is a surging desire to practice such
songs either at home or in a regularly conducted Thiruppugazh
class.

It must be mentioned here, that the enchanting appeal of
Guruji's bhakti- soaked Isai descends smoothly into the hearts
and minds of even those, alien/totally new to the subject of
Thiruppugazh, so far. Naturally many of us feel rather short at
having missed learning at his feet all these years; like having
lost some priceless treasure because we did not spot or
recognize the same, earlier. We bow very humbly at the holy
feet of such a bejewelled treasure personified as our Guruji and
who continues to teach and guide us with so much love and
affection. We wish to involve more and more with the content of
Thiruppugazh and participate as much as we can, in
Thiruppugazh Isai Vazhipadu.
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Just to have an over-view of some of his highly rewarding
contributions which have benefited disciples everywhere
substantially:

i. His tuning and teaching of 475 songs so far, in 111
enchanting ragas besides Kandar Anubhuti, Vel, Mayil,
Sheval Vrittams and select Vaguppus.

> Additionally, the tuning and teaching of Abhirami
Andhadi and Padikams in a rather pleasing combination
of highly evocative ragas. Considered a blessing by
those who have learnt the same.

ii. Five editions of Thiruppugazh Isai Vazhipadu book (total
16,000 copies)

> The latest containing the text for all 475 songs. Virtually
a text - book for Thiruppugazh lovers.

> Two editions of Thiruppugazh Madani (3000 copies)
with text for all 1325 songs available so far .

iii. Two editions of Audio Cassette Album the latest one
released on May 1st this year with all the 475 songs,
Viruttams, Vaguppus and Anubhuti contained in 36
volumes.

By the power of his intellectual and intuitive grasp on the
basic values of life lighlighted in Thiruppugazh, our Guruji has
taken special efforts to reach that message -i.e., of a model
code of conduct for righteous and peaceful living in today's
highly materialistic and tension-ridden world. In this context, he
has displayed unusual organizational skills, by successfully
conducting a number of Aanmeeka Peruvizha's — be it a
Seminar / Symposium or Workshop, focusing on a variety
subjects found in Arunagirinathar's works at different intervals of
time. These special functions held at Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore
and Chennai have, unitedly focussed on the need to develop a
positive approach which, in turn, helps in improving the quality of
our lives.
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In Chennai, even within the last six years, the beaming
success of the 3-day celebrations of Thiruppugazh Thiruppani
Thiruvizha in September 1998 and the 2-day function of
Arunagirinathar Aanmeeka Peruvizha and Valli Kalyanam in
March 2001, underscored the growing, interest in Thiruppugazh
as a subject for purposeful and meaningful study, leading the
real seekers to better quality of lives. No doubt, Guruji's
contribution was fundamental to such progress. The combined
magnetic pull of these enobling qualities of our Guruji became at
once crystal clear in the recently concluded series of monthly
Bharani Nakshatram Thiruppugazh Isai Vazhipadu held in
Chennai. During this period, adopted as the Pavazha-Vizha y-. ir
of Guruji, the disciples had an unique opportunity by the grace
of Lord Muruga, to offer their obeisance, to him by rendering all
the 475 Thiruppugazh songs, Vrittams, Vaguppus and Anubhuti
which he has so for tuned and taught.

These monthly functions, held at different places in Chennai
attracted wide spread participation, growing every month. The
disciples, admirers, well-wishers and even mere spectators
seemed to be completely absorbed in the Naada-Isai-Aanmeeka-
Inbam and almost everyone must have been in communion with
the divine light within. Yes, we had indeed risen above our
personal problems and burdens and tried to qualify to taste the
elixir of pure joy, even if only, for a few moments.

We share this sacred happiness with our master who taught
us to sing in prayer.

“o_wiismenesT LMty LOGTLIS SL_6V eLpLpH)
2 aanblwens enpfly weterrig  SmeunGu

Even more, the well-versed and rightly resolved teachers
imbued with a feeling of love and Avirodha, inspired their
students and well-wishers in a similar way to work as a united
team and every function, therefore, flowered as a Jewel,
radiating the spirit of goodwill afid harmony. Surely, the pervading
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influence of Guruji's invaluable advice and guidance encouraged
us to sing our prayer.

" g uss GeneiroGent LGLD

LOMGYTL), ENEUSE) BB Ceuwet
unesnT LB pradlGev Ssr

wnsGey L1 Qum@pres

eunFLbal FLir smElwm Bl

& Gevnrt LiES) weflLim_
OISHST LYapL! rensoGasT ey

eureTun §55)| evenfllGeuGertm

(@)

As we all get together to celebrate this sacred Pavazha-
Vizha day, in the immediate and auspicious Company of Guruiji
and his “@mure <elids erausded” i.e. our Guruji Mami, we
offer our respects, love and reverential regards to them. We wish
the celebrated couple all the very best with many more years of
divine service, good health, happiness and welfare.

We are very happy to offer our obeisance to our
"Gurunathar" who has given us the most sacred Japamalai -of
Thiruppugazh, with a growing desire to qualify ourselves to
realize the "ultimate”. Each of us carry in our minds, this soulful
prayer seeking Lord Niuruga's grace through Guriji's unbounded
blessings.

“ 1@ s LSS SaarGLoall
@eflu grepl enerlieny  WlaEGUngiD
@sw euni Hé@ @pDeTS)
erauigy Gor&l pés 2HereurGu’

PGS WSSBHIS |
With humble pranams to both of them once again.

Thank you.
* % %
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Shri A.S. MANI SPOKE
ON BEHALF OF DISCIPLES OF MUMBAI REGION

‘@i Ugbwr, @i efleygy, GGIGsGuT  wlangeus:
G BOVVTFRTS LFLITOLOT Sevento f &rGeu pLo:"

The Guru is Brahma, the Guru is Vishnu, the Guru is Lord
Maheswara, the Guru is the supreme Brahman Himself. prostrations to
the Guru.

Dear Devotees, On behalf of Thiruppugazh disciples of Bombay
Region, | offer my humble pranams to Parama Pujya Sri Guruji and all
of you assembled here to celebrate the divine occasion of the Pavazha
Vizha of Sri Guruji. The Skanda Purana Brahma Samhitha describes the
GURU as the one who removes the darkness of ignorance and reveals
the true nature of "Brahman' which is infinite, indivisible and which
prevails in all creations both moving and non-moving. Our own Sri
Arunagirinathar has said- “wgw wrenwellar GCrienwenw wreuHLD
2PCunemmgens F @mweum' @)g LS ClFUST (LS FTEsn
uwGeanmgnen (Lp@H&T” - "Lord Muruga appearing as Guru has removed
the sins of maya and has made to realise the truth not easily
realisable." The same is also true of all the Thiruppugazh Anbargal. The
Lord appearing in the form of our revered Guruji, has removed many of
our shortcomings through “Thiruppugazh' which is exquisite music and
philosophy combined.

Our feelings of reverence and love of our Guruji cannot be
adequately expressed in words. Perhaps, the tears of joy and gratitude
appearing in your eyes right at the moment, reveal the true feelings of
all disciples of Guruji. On this auspicious occasion of our Guruji's
Pavazha Vizha, we offer our "Sashtanga Namaskarams' at his holy feet
and seek his blessings. We reverently offer a humble token of our love
and regard to our Guruji. We pray to Lord of Chendil to bestow on
Guruji "His choicest Blessings'. Om Muruga!"

LR X
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As one lamp lights another glows no less, nobleness
enkindeth nobleness!

This has been written by one John Milton in his poem called
Pilgrims's Progress; that very much suits our Guruji. Guruji has lit
many a chapter lamps, and one of them is Chicago Chapter of
Thiruppugazh disciples. In the year 1997- it is a memorable year
for Chicago Chapter - Poojya Guruji visited Chicago in that year.
He not only came to Chicago, but also visited many places and
conducted Thiruppugazh Isai Vazhipadu and he stayed in Chicago
for more than a fortnight, to teach us some of the excellent
Thiruppugazh compositions of Arunagirinathar set by him in music
and thala. We were benefited very much by his able teachings and
he was instrumental for and let 'Skanda Shashti Vizha', on
November 9th and also 'Valli Thirumanam' next day. During his
stay with us, he was so simple. He accepted our hospitality in all
grace and never demanded anything out of the way. He was so
congenial and we are very much thankful to him. We cherish even
today, the fond memories of how he stayed with us, ate lunch with
us and dinner too and conducted Thiruppugazh Isai Vazhipadu at
every home and taught us some of the songs, which we still
memorise, and ‘@@@aur®w’ was one of the songs taught by
Guruji himself to us.

A small note about Chicago Chapter. It was started in 1992
and one of the first teacher was Radha Shivakumar who
happens to be the daughter of Sri S.R.S. lyer who spoke before.
We have two excellent teachers - Smt. Poorna Sethuraman &
Smt. Soumya Kumar. Both of them are daughters of "Kathadi'
Ramamurthy. They teach in the midst of their pressing time,
every alternate Friday. The Friday class is a kind of gathering,
where we transact so many good things between us. We feel a
sense of comradere and that give us lot of happiness and bliss.
Of course, Guruji's blessings are always there with us and we
thank Guruiji for all the blessings he has conferred on us.
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One of the oldest members
Sri Shiva Sankaran has written a small
commemorative note for Guruji as follows:
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‘GURUJI" A.S. RAGHAVAN’'S PAVAZHA VIZHA
PROPAGATOR OF TIRUPPUGAZH SONGS

‘Guruji’ A.S. Raghavan, propagator of Tiruppugazh turned
seventy-five on September 15,2003. His disciples put together an
impressive programme to celebrate this event. The function held in
Chennai at the Sringeri Pravachana Mandapam in Mandaveli,
consisted of traditional Vedic rituals followed by felicitations in the
morning; and in the evening, Tiruppugazh Isai Vazhipaadu by way
of Guru Vandanam presented by the congregation of disciples who
had come from all over India and also from foreign countries.

Raghavan was honoured with the title Tiruppugazh Gana
Ratnam by Sri Jayendra Saraswati Swamigal, Sankaracharya of
the Kanchi Mutt. S.K. Ramanathan, who has been with ‘Guruj’
since the early days when Tiruppugazh classes were begun in a
small way, addressing the gathering, said that the source of a
mighty river like Ganges was small, but during its course many
other rivers joined it and it swelled. So also Tiruppugazh had
spread all over the country and abroad too, thanks to Guruji's
outstanding leadership. He commented that the birthplace of the
organisation called Tiruppugazh Anbargal was New Delhi, the
political capital of the country, but it never dabbled in politics; it
spread in Mumbai, the commercial capital, but was not interested
in commercial activities; and in Chennai, the cultural capital, it
promoted the resurgence of the worship of the Tamil God, Muruga.

He recalled the early days, and the milestones that the
institution ‘Tiruppugazh Anbargal’ (a history of this organisation
follows) had crossed- Raghavan’s shashtiabdapoorti in the
presence of the Sankaracharya of the Sringeri Mutt, his seventieth
birthday celebrated for two days at AVM Rajeswari Kalyana
Mandapam in Chennai, and the books and cassettes that have
been released.

Kalyani Ramaswamy the first to start Tiruppugazh classes in
Chennai said that there were now twenty four teachers and over
nine hundred students in the city, more women than men. She
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said the main aim was to spread love and ‘avirodha’ (non-enmity),
and Tiruppugazh not just as songs to be sung, but as a way of
life. Former president of India R. Venkataraman was present during
the felicitation programme in the evening.

During the preceding year, on the day of the star Bharani (birth
star of Raghavan), every month, Tiruppugazh bhajan sessions
were held at various venues in Chennai by his students. The
bhajans were carefully planned and coordinated by the teachers in
such a way that all the 475 songs that have now been set to tune
and taught by him were covered.

Raghavan has set all nine creations of Arunagirinathar to
music, choosing ragas that are apt and suit the sahitya bhava. He
has also used the complicated chhanda tala-s that Arunagiri has
set the hymns to. These can be sung in congregation by hundreds
of devotees, trained musicians and lay people alike.

TIRUPPUGAZH ANBARGAL

It was in 1958 that Tiruppugazh classes where first started in
New Delhi, with just three students. Soon the strength increased to
twenty-five, and then to more classes at various venues. The first
bhajan was conducted in 1962 at the Vinayaka Mandir, New Delhi.
with Raghavan visiting metropolitan  cities such as Mumbai,
Bangalore, Kolkata and Chennai the mass character of the
mission was stabilized. Some of the earliest students who learnt
directly from him carried on the good work by training numerous
students at various centres to which they migrated.

Apart from classes and holding bhajans on Shashti, Krittikai
and Visakham days of each month at a specified time and venue,
awareness among the uninitiated was created through annual
festivals such as Arunagirinathar Day, Skanda Shashti, Vaikasi
Visakham and Padi Vizha, and Vaibhavams lasting a couple of
days or more. The function to commemorate the sixth birth
centenary of Arunagirinathar was inaugurated by the then vice
president of India, B.D Jatti at Vigyan Bhavan. The Govt. of India
also released a postage stamp in honour of the saint. Similar
celebrations spread over three days were held during the silver
jubilee of the movement in New Delhi in 1983, Karnataka region in
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1994 and Mumbai region in 1997. The attendance in all the
programmes was overwhelming.

The five-day event in Chennai in September 1998 jointly
celebrated Raghavan's Seventieth birthday, the completion of forty
years of the organization, and its twenty fifth year in Chennai.
Though this is normally a private family function, in Raghavan’s
case it was organised on a grand scale on the first two days. On
the following three days, apart from pooja-s in the morning there
were speeches by eminent personalities, Tiruppugazh renderings
by sister organizations, dance by children to Tiruppugazh songs ,
and a workshop on Aruna- girinathar's works. Teachers of
Tiruppugazh from various cities were also felicitated.

The growth of the movement meant creation of an
administrative structure to provide transparency and accountability
and deal smoothly with the problems arising from expansion such
as provision of books for students, necessary teachers to cope
with the increasing admissions, and maintenance of the guality of
renderings and the basic discipline enjoined on them as Anbargal
singing in the mass prayers. The administrative framework came
into being in 1988 when the organisation became a registered
body. This envisaged an apex body with an executive committee
with A.S. Raghavan as Permanent President during his lifetime,
and with three regional centres at Mumbai, Bangalore and
Chennai with a centralised structure of accounting as one entity.
Recently a Chicago chapter was also opened to cater to the
needs of Anbargal in the U.S.A.

Tiruppugazh Madaani containing the complete works of
Arunagirinathar was published in 1991. This was released by
Tirumuruga Kripananda Variar. It is notable that every copy was
sold out on the very day of release.

The need was felt next for a book containing the songs that
had been set to tune and taught by Raghavan (more than 430 at
the time), with indications of raga and tala. A new book
Tiruppugazh Isai Vazhipaadu was brought out in 1993, and it was
released by R. Venkataraman, former President of India. A third
edition of this book was released during the celebrations in 1998.
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Abhirami Andaadi and Abhirami padigam by Abhirami Bhattar
have also been set to music by Raghavan and now form a part of
the repertoire of the Anbargal. Booklets containing the songs with
raga and tala indications have been published.

In Chennai, from a small class begun in 1973 by Kalyani
Ramaswamy, with the active encouragement of her husband, at
her residence in Mylapore today the movement is a massive
edifice with students numbering a thousand. The late D.
Santhanam with his administrative talent helped run the movement
under the banner Krithika Bhajan Mandali. This was merged with
the parent body later. S.K. Ramanathan has made a significant
contribution by conducting classes and bhajans. He has also
served as Chairman of the Chennai region and has been
responsible for ensuring the steady progress and consolidation of
the movement. The Chennai region includes devotees from
Kalpakkam, Tirunelveli, Kallidaikurichi and Coimbatore.

...In front of the Singaravelar sannidhi in the Kapaleeswarar
temple Kritikai bhajan-s are being regularly held.

In 1996 a set of 37 cassettes was released. The recording in
class room format with Raghavan teaching and model students
repeating, will help to keep the purity of the original tune intact
without distortion, especially when the music is being handed
down orally from one generation to another.

The heads of the Kanchi and the Sringeri Mutt-s have always
been supportive and continue to evince great interest in the growth
of the organization . The title ‘Tiruppugazh Tondar' was conferred
upon Raghavan by the Sringeri Acharya during his
Shashtiabdapoorti; the head of the Sivananda Asram in
Hrishikesh, Swami Chidanandaji honoured him with the title
‘Bhakta Ratna. The Music Academy, Chennai invited Raghavan to
conduct a lecture-demonstration of his work relating fo
Tiruppugazh; recitals in the morning session of its annual
conference a number of times.

The Uttara Swami Malai in New Delhi has been the venue of
many bhajans, Padi Vizha and Arunagirinathar Day celebrations
without a break for many decades. Classes and bhajans on
Visakham Day have also been regularly held at Sankara Kendra.
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Annual Padi Vizhas are a regular feature at the Subramania
Swamy temple at Chembur in Mumbai and the Kunrathur temple
near Chennai. Pilgrimages under the leadership of Raghavan have
also been conducted to many sacred temples including the
Arupadai veedus in Tamilnadu, where bhajans held at the temples
drew large crowds. At the global level, Raghavan visited the U.K
twice and the U.S.A. thrice and conducted many classes and
bhajans there. Following Arunagirinathar's emphasis on charity,
annadaanam (free meals) is a special feature in all the centres.

GAYATHRI SUNDARESAN
‘Guruji’ Uvaacha

‘Guruji’ Raghavan spoke to GAYATHRI SUNDARESAN at
length about his experiences and the growth of the movement
called Tiruppugaz Anbargal. Some excerpts:

In Carnatic music, Tiruppugazh songs are quite different from
the regular kriti-s and occupy a unique position. The chhanda tala-
s are the special feature of Tiruppugazh, as the music world well
knows. This chhanda also is derived from the Vedas — the Vedas
were chanted in chhanda rhythms, and because of that they have
come down to us through generations of oral transmission without
being distorted. The composer, pours out his heart's feelings in his
mother tongue and the chhanda-s give room for the meaningful
splitting of words. The Tevarams of Tirugnana Sambandhar are the
first works where we see the usage of chhandas. When the
Tevaram songs were first found, we got only the pann-s in which
they were to be sung, but not the tala-s. so keeping the original
pann-s, they were set to different tala-s by different composers as
they felt was apt, and even today this is what is being followed.
The Oduvar-s sing it as an offering to the deity in temples. It was
thrilling to listen to them singing the Tevaram in chorus. This was a
tool to spread bhakthi. Dandapani Desigar was a great musician
who specially devoted his life to singing and popularing the
Tevarams.

These Tiruppugazh paas were known far and wide even during
the lifetime of Arunagirinathar, and were hailed as wonderful
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Arunagiri himself despairs in one of his songs saying how can he
repay God’s kindness for having made him sing such great songs
extolling noble ideals: and that he will never forget God's grace in
choosing him to do so.

Following the path set by the great saints, | felt that if | used
their songs to fill our hearts with spirituality, to take our lives on
the straight path, it would be a great service. The Tamil speaking
people should not forsake the great treasures that are found in
their mother tongue; they should be brought to light, and if
everyone learnt them, it would be a service to Tamil and the Tamil
bhakti movement. And in this | also felt that it is not practical to
take up everything; it would be better to focuss on one work and
pour my entire effort into making it popular. It was with this goal
that God handed down Tiruppugazh to me and emptied every
other thought from my mind. Though | have learnt and sung other
music, | drowned myself in Tiruppugazh forgetting myself in its rich
beauty, relishing each and every utterance in it. The experience of
peraanandam or paramaanandam (supreme bliss) while singing
with complete understanding of the worlds in front of the Lord,
cannot be obtained any where else. Not only the singer, the
listeners also can experience this joy. This has been the motto and
goal of Tiruppugaz Anbargal.

God chose me in the service of Tiruppugazh, and has been
with me in rendering it fruitfully. It was thus that the job of writing
about His temples in Kalki came about. | was quite apprehensive
when Kalki's Editor Seeta Ravi requested me to write a serial for
the magazine titled Talantorum Tamizh Kadavul, describing the
temples and their history. Not being a Tamil scholar or well-versed
in the art of writing essays, | first refused. But the Editor was
persistent, and then | accepted it as Senthil Andavan’s own decree
that | should write about Him. It seemed like a double assurance
when the Editor told me that one Sentil Kumar had agreed to do
the drawings for my article! How | wrote or what | wrote | don't
know; it was just a flow that came from inside my heart. | was God
Himself who directed me and my pen. That was the series of 35
articles in Kalki. The welcome it received from the public was
immense. The bhakti that it contained, the spirituality, the beautiful
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descriptions of Muruga and many more songs on Muruga that
other saints had composed (Muruga gave me the opportunity to
study many more texts for this) all drew a comprehensive picture
of each sthala.

He has now made it possible to bring it out as a book; it would
seem he did not want that this series should dissolve in public
memory only as a magazine seriall Vanathi publishers took the
trouble and the book was released during the Kanda Shashti
Festival in November 2003.

| used to keep singing many Tamil songs. Among them | was
particularly attracted to Abhirami Andaadi. As if it was deiva
sankalpam, a friend heard me singing this at home and requested
me to teach it. Out of the blue, a few ladies came and asked me to
teach this to them. This happened when | was living in Delhi. After
returning home from office at 1 pm on Saturdays, | would take a
class at 2 pm. | do not know how | did it, as | sat down some raga
would just come and five sloka-s would get set in that raga. | have
never done it in a preplanned way. It just happened spontaneously
and as the others repeated it, it got set. Thus the 100 songs were
completed. It is so divine. It brings tears to the eyes. And this
cannot happen in a kutcheri. Later Abhirami Padikam followed.
Now many others have also set these to their tune and have
given recordings. They have followed the basic format that we set
it in.

My son and two daughters also sing Tiruppugaz. My second
daughter conducts classes in U.S.A where she lives. All of us
firmly believe that this service of mine has elevated us to this
level, and it will continue to protect my children and their families.

* % %k

PUBLISHER'S NOTE

Some of the speeches made have been transcribed
from audio casettes. However, every effort has been
taken to reproduce the text as precisely as possible.
Errors, if any, are unintended.




